
 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 21-01    INTRODUCED BY: 
         Council Member Sweeney 
       Council Member Peterson 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FEDERAL HEIGHTS, 
COLORADO REPEALING AND REENACTING IN ITS ENTIRETY 

ARTICLE II OF CHAPTER 10 PERTAINING TO ADOPTION OF THE 
CITY’S TECHNICAL CODES   

 
WHEREAS, to ensure that the City remains up to date regarding its adopted building codes and 
associated inspection duties, it desires to adopt the most recently enacted building codes. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FEDERAL HEIGHTS, 
COLORADO;  
 
Section 1. Article II of Chapter 10 of the Federal Heights Municipal Code is repealed in its 
entirety and reenacted to provide as follows: 
 

ARTICLE II 
TECHNICAL CODES 

 
Sec. 10-16. - Adoption.  

The following codes are hereby adopted by reference to serve collectively as the city's building code 
as if fully set out in this codification, with however, the amendments indicated in the following sections 
of this article:  

(1) International Building Code. The "International Building Code, 2018 Edition," referenced in 
this article as "IBC," published by the International Code Council, Inc., 500 New Jersey 
Avenue, NW, 6th Floor Washington, DC 20001, including appendix chapters E, F, G, H, I, and 
J is hereby adopted as the building code of and for the city.  

(2)  International Code Council Performance Code. The "International Code Council Performance 
Code," 2018 referenced in this article as "ICCPC", published by the International Code Council, 
Inc., 500 New Jersey Avenue, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, DC 20001 is hereby adopted as the 
performance code of and for the city.  

(3)  International Existing Building Code. The "International Existing Building Code, 2018," 
referenced in this article as "IEBC", published by the International Code Council, Inc., 500 New 
Jersey Avenue, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, DC 20001 is here by adopted as the existing 
building code of and for the city.  

(4)  International Energy Conservation Code. The "International Energy Conservation Code, 2018 
Edition," referenced in this article as "IECC," published by the International Code Council, Inc., 
500 New Jersey Avenue, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, DC 20001, is hereby adopted as the 
energy conservation code of and for the city.  

(5)  International Fire Code. The "International Fire Code, 2018 Edition," referenced in this article 
as "IFC," published by the International Code Council, Inc., 500 New Jersey Avenue, NW, 6th 
Floor Washington, DC 20001, including appendix chapters B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J; and chapter 
five of "NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2015 Edition," published by the National Fire Protection 



 

 

Association, Inc., One Batterymarch Park, Quincy, Massachusetts 02269, is hereby adopted as 
the fire code of and for the city.  

(6)  International Fuel Gas Code. The "International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition," referenced in 
this article as "IFGC," published by the International Code Council, Inc., 500 New Jersey 
Avenue, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, DC 20001, including appendix chapters A, B, and C, is 
hereby adopted as the fuel gas code of and for the city.  

(7)  International Green Construction Code. The "International Green Construction Code," 2018 
referenced in this article as "IGCC", published by the International Code Council, Inc., 500 
New Jersey Avenue, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, DC 20001 is here by adopted as the green 
construction code of and for the city.  

(8)  International Mechanical Code. The "International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition," referenced 
in this article as "IMC," published by the International Code Council, Inc., 500 New Jersey 
Avenue, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, DC 20001 including, appendix chapter A, is hereby 
adopted as the mechanical code of and for the city.  

(9)  International Plumbing Code. The "International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition," referenced in 
this article as "IPC," published by the International Code Council, Inc., 500 New Jersey 
Avenue, NW, 6th Floor Washington, DC 20001, including appendix chapters B, D, and E, is 
hereby adopted as the plumbing code of and for the city.  

(10) International Property Maintenance Code. The "International Property Maintenance Code, 
2018 Edition," referenced in this article as "IPMC," published by the International Code 
Council, Inc., 500 New Jersey Avenue, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, DC 20001, including 
appendix chapter A is hereby adopted as the property maintenance code of and for the city.  

(11) International Residential Code. The "International Residential Code, 2018 Edition," referenced 
in this article as "IRC," published by the International Code Council, Inc., 500 New Jersey 
Avenue, NW, 6th Floor Washington, DC 20001, including appendix chapters A, B, C, E, F, G, 
H, J, K and M is hereby adopted as the residential building code of and for the city.  

(12) International Swimming Pool and Spa Code. The "International Swimming Pool and Spa 
Code," 2018 referenced in this article as "ISPSC", published by the International Code Council, 
Inc., 500 New Jersey Avenue, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, DC 20001 is here by adopted as the 
pool and spa code of and for the city.  

(13) National Fire Protection Association 101 Life Safety Code. The "National Fire Protection 
Association 101 Life Safety Code 2018 Edition” referenced in this article as "NFPA 101 Life 
Safety Code", published by the National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, 
Quincy, Massachusetts 02169-7471, is here by adopted as the NFPA 101 Life Safety code of 
and for the city.  

Sec. 10-17. - General administrative provisions.  

(a)  Board of appeals. IBC section 113, , IEBC section 112, IECC section C109, IFC section 109, IFGC 
section 109, IGCC section 108, IMC section 109, IPC section 109, IPMC section 111, IRC section 
R112, and ISPSC 108 are repealed in their entirety and reenacted to provide:  

Board of appeals. In order to hear and decide appeals and orders, decisions or determinations made 
by the building official, fire chief or fire marshal relative to the application and interpretation of this 
code, there shall be and is hereby created a board of appeals consisting of three members. The board 
shall be composed of a person appointed by the city manager, a person appointed by the appellant, 
and a person appointed by the two appointees. The building official, fire chief or fire marshal whose 
order, decision or determination is being appealed shall be an ex officio member of, and shall act as, 



 

 

the secretary to the board but shall have no vote on any matter before the board. The board members 
shall serve for the duration of the appeal. The board shall conform to the standard rules of procedure 
governing city boards and commissions and shall render its decisions and findings in writing to the 
appellant, with a duplicate copy to the City Manager.  

 (b)  Schedule of permit fees. IBC section [A] 109.2, IEBC section [A] 108.2, IECC section C104.2, IFC 
section [A] 106.2, IFGC section [A] 106.6.2, IMC section [A] 106.5.2, IPC section [A] 106.6.2, 
IPMC section [A] 103.5, IRC section R108.2, and ISPSC section [A] 105.6.2, are repealed in their 
entirety and reenacted to provide: Permit fees shall be as prescribed by resolution in accordance with 
section 1-16 of the Code.  

(c)  Valuations. IBC section [A] 109.3, IEBC section [A] 108.3, IRC section R108.3, and add IFC 
section 105.1.1.1 are amended by addition of the following: In order to establish a fair, consistent, 
and equitable method to assess permit fees, the following procedure shall be followed:  

(1)  Valuations for building permits shall be based on the greater of the amount noted on the permit 
application, or the most recent building valuation data table as published by the ICC in the 
Building Valuation Data (BVD) as amended.  

(2)  Valuations for permits other than building permits subject to the building valuation data formula 
shall be the greater of the valuation noted on the permit application or two times the current 
market value of the material.  

(d)  Work commencing before permit issuance. IBC section [A]109.4, IEBC section [A] 108.4, IECC 
section C104.3, IFC [A] 106.3, IMC section [A] 106.5.1, IPC section [A] 106.6.1, IRC section 
R108.6 and ISPC section [A] 10561, are repealed in their entirety and re-enacted to provide, and 
ICCPC section [A] 102.3.7.7 is added to provide:  

Work commencing before permit issuance. Any person who commences any work on a building, 
structure, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system before obtaining the necessary permits shall be 
subject to an investigation fee equal to 100 percent of the permit fee in addition to the required 
permit fees.  

(e)  Refunds. IBC section [A] 109.6, IEBC section [A] 108.6, IECC section C104.5, IFC section [A] 
106.5, IFGC section [A] 106.6.3, IMC section [A] 106.5.3, IPC section [A] 106.6.3, IRC section 
R108.5, and ISPSC section [A] 105.6.3, are repealed in their entirety and re-enacted to provide; and 
IPMC section [A] 103.6, and ICCPC section [A] 102.3.7.7 are enacted to provide:  

Fee refunds. The code official shall authorize the refunding of fees as follows:  

(1)  The full amount of any fee paid hereunder which was erroneously paid or collected.  

(2)  Not more than 80 percent of the permit fee paid when no work has been done under a permit 
issued in accordance with this code.  

(3)  Not more than 80 percent of the plan review fee paid when an application for a permit for 
which a plan review fee has been paid is withdrawn or canceled before any plans are reviewed.  

(4)  The code official shall not authorize the refunding of any fee paid, except upon written 
application filed by the original permittee not later than 180 days after payment of such fee.  

(f)  Violations. ICCPC section [A] 102.3.13, IEBC section 113 IFC section 110, IFGC section 108, IMC 
section 108, IPC section 108, and ISPSC section 107 are repealed in their entirety.  

(g)  Unsafe Structures and Equipment. IRC section R115 is enacted to provide:  

Section R115 Unsafe Structures.  



 

 

Any residential structure deemed unsafe in the manner described by Section 116 of the IBC shall 
comply with the requirements of Section 116 of the IBC.  

Sec. 10-18. - Amendments to the International Building Code adopted.  

The following amendments to the International Building Code adopted in section 10-16 are hereby 
adopted:  

Section 105.2, Work Exempt from Permit, subsections 1, 2 and 6 are amended as follows:  

Building:  

1.  Delete in its entirety (one-story detached structures).  

2.  Delete in its entirety (fences less than seven feet).  

6.  To read: Private Sidewalks and driveways that come in contact or involve the 
alteration of the public right-of-way.  

Section 111, Certificate of Occupancy, is repealed and reenacted to provide:  

111.1 Change of occupancy. No building or structure, or portion thereof, shall be used or 
occupied and no changes in existing occupancy classification of a building or structure, or 
portion thereof, shall be made until the building official has issued a certificate of occupancy 
there for as provided herein.  

The building official shall not issue a certificate of occupancy for a building which consists of 
original improvements on any property within the city unless the applicant for such certificate 
of occupancy shall first make provisions for the installation of sidewalk, curbs and gutters, 
storm drains and detention areas and street paving in accordance with the city's specifications. 
Curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm drains and detention areas must be installed with the original 
construction.  

Exception: The city manager or designee may waive such requirements if the street grade or the 
location for curbs, gutters and sidewalks for the said location have not been established. If the 
requirement for the installation of curbs, gutters and sidewalks, or street paving is waived, the 
applicant for said certificate of occupancy and the owner of the building site shall execute an 
unconditional commitment to the city to pay the entire costs of the installation of said 
improvements whether as a part of an improvement district or otherwise, and provide such other 
assurances or commitments as required by the city.  

Developers shall submit to the city reproducible copies of the "as-built" drawings of all public 
improvements. The developer's engineer must certify that such drawings are representative of 
those actually existing on site. Sanitary and storm sewer "as-builts" shall include bearings 
and/or angles on the plan view, and adequate ties to all property lines. Certification of the "as-
built" drawings is required as follows:  

1.  Registered land surveyor. A registered land surveyor in the state shall certify "as-
built" detention pond volumes and surface areas and the design depths, outlet 
structures sizes and elevations, storm sewer sizes and invert elevations at inlets, 
manholes, and discharge locations, and representative open channel cross sections, 
and dimensions of all drainage structures.  



 

 

2.  Registered professional engineer. The responsible design engineer shall certify that all 
drainage facilities are constructed in accordance with the design intent of the approved 
final drainage report and construction drawings.  

Subsection 1507.2.6 is hereby amended to read as follows:  

1507.2.6 Attachment. Asphalt shingles shall have the minimum number of fasteners required by 
the manufacturer, but not less than four fasteners per strip shingle or two fasteners per 
individual shingle. Where the roof slope exceeds 21 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (21:12, 
175-percent slope), shingles shall be installed as required by the manufacturer.  

All asphalt shingles shall be fastened with a minimum of six fasteners between September 15 
and April 15. Shingles that have not sealed at the time of final inspection shall be hand sealed in 
accordance with the manufacturer's installation instructions.  

Subsection 1511.1 is hereby amended to read as follows:  

1511.1 General. Materials and methods of application used for recovering or replacing an 
existing roof covering shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 15.  

Exception: Reroofing shall not be required to meet the minimum design slope requirement of 
one-quarter unit vertical in 12 units horizontal (2-percent slope) in Section 1507 for roofs that 
provide positive roof drainage and have been evaluated by a registered design professional for 
the increase in loading due to potential ponding of water.  

Subsection 1511.1.1 is hereby added to read as follows:  

1511.1.1 Extent of replacement. When more than one square of asphalt shingles are required to 
be replaced over the aggregate area of the roof and a permit is required, every slope containing 
damaged shingles shall be replaced in its entirety. The interface of different types of shingles 
shall only occur at a ridge, hip or open valley.  

Subsection 1511.3 is hereby amended to read as follows:  

1511.3 Recovering versus replacement. New roof coverings shall not be installed without first 
removing all existing layers of roof coverings down to the roof deck.  

Exceptions:  

1.  Complete and separate roofing systems, such as standing-seam metal roof systems, 
that are designed to transmit the roof loads directly to the building's structural system 
and that do not rely on existing roofs and roof coverings for support, shall not require 
the removal of existing roof coverings.  

2.  Metal panel, metal shingle and concrete and clay tile roof coverings shall be permitted 
to be installed over existing wood shake roofs when applied in accordance with 
Section 1511.4.  

3.  The application of a new protective coating over an existing spray polyurethane foam 
roofing system shall be permitted without tear-off of existing roof coverings.  

4.  Where the existing roof assembly includes an ice barrier membrane that is adhered to 
the roof deck, the existing ice barrier membrane shall be permitted to remain in place 
and covered with an additional layer of ice barrier membrane in accordance with 
Section 1507.  



 

 

Section 1608.2, Ground Snow Loads, is repealed and reenacted to provide:  

1608.2. Ground snow loads. The ground snow load to be used for determining roof loads shall 
be 30 pounds per square foot.  

Section 1609.3, Basic Design Wind Speed, is repealed and reenacted to provide:  

1609.3. Basic Design Wind Speed. The basic design wind speed shall be 115 miles per hour, 
exposure  

Section 1612.3, Establishment of Flood Hazard Areas, is repealed and reenacted to provide:  

1612.3. Establishment of flood hazard areas. Flood hazard areas shall be as defined in chapter 
34, article II of the Federal Heights Municipal Code. The Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for the 
City of Federal Heights dated December 15, 1989 as amended or revised with the 
accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) dated March 5, 2007 and related supporting 
data along with any revisions thereto.  The adopted flood hazard map and supporting data are 
hereby adopted by reference and declared to be part of this section.  

Section 1612.4, Design and Construction, is repealed and reenacted to provide:  

1612.4. Design and construction. Buildings and structures located in flood hazard areas shall 
conform to the requirements of chapter 34, article II of the Federal Heights Municipal Code and 
be prepared by a licensed design professional.  

Section 1809.5, Frost Protection, is amended by addition of the following:  

The frost depth within the city shall be established at 36 inches.  

Section 2111.1., Masonry and Factory-built Fireplaces, is enacted to provide as follows:  

2111.1.. Masonry fireplaces and factory-built fireplaces shall conform to the requirements of 
chapter 10, article IV of the Code.  

Appendix Section H101.2, Signs Exempt From Permit, is deleted in its entirety.  

Appendix Section H110, Roof Signs, is deleted in its entirety.  

Appendix Section J110, Soil Sediment and Erosion Control, is enacted to provide as follows:  

J110. Soil sediment and erosion control, shall conform to the requirements of, article VII of 
chapter 30 of the Code.  

Sec. 10-19. - Amendments to the International Residential Code (IRC) adopted.  

The following amendments to the International Residential Code (IRC) adopted in section 10-16 are 
hereby adopted:  

R105.2, Work Exempt from Permit, is amended as follows:  

Building:  

1.  Delete in its entirety (Detached accessory structures).  

2.  Delete in its entirety (Fences).  

Table R301.2(1) is repealed and reenacted to provide:  
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Section R301.2.4. Floodplain construction. Buildings and structures located in flood hazard areas 
shall conform to the requirements of article II of chapter 34 of the Code.  

Section R313. Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems, Delete in its entirety.  

Section R1001.1, General, and Section R1004.1, General, are amended by addition of the following:  

Masonry fireplaces and factory-built fireplaces shall conform to the requirements of article IV 
of chapter 10 of the Code.  

Section P2801.6. Required Pan, add Exception: Where the city deems it impractical to install a pan 
due to space restrictions or drain issues, a water alarm device shall be used in lieu of a pan.  

Section P2902.5.3. Lawn irrigation systems, add at end of paragraph: and shall be installed at final 
inspections and comply with all codes and manufacturers specifications.  

Section P2904. Dwelling Unit Fire Sprinkler Systems, is deleted and reenacted as Appendix V.  



 

 

Chapters 34—43 are deleted in their entirety.  

Appendix Section AE101.1 shall be repealed and reenacted to provide as follows:  

Section AE101.1 These provisions shall apply to all manufactured homes used as single-family 
dwelling units installed on both privately owned and rental lots and shall apply to the following:  

Sec. 10-20. - Amendments to the International Plumbing Code (IPC) adopted.  

The following amendments to the International Plumbing Code adopted in section 10-16 are hereby 
adopted:  

Section 504.7. Required pan, add Exception: Where the city deems it impractical to install a pan due 
to space restrictions or drain issues, a water alarm device shall be used in lieu of a pan.  

Section 608.17.5. Lawn irrigation systems, amend to add at end of paragraph: and shall be installed 
at final inspections and comply with all codes and manufacturers specifications.  

Section 706.3. Installation of fittings, delete exception.  

Section 903.1, Roof Extension, is amended to provide: All open pipes that extend through a roof shall 
be terminated at least 12 inches above the roof, except that where a roof is to be used for any purpose 
other than weather protection, the vent extensions shall be run at least seven feet above the roof.  

Section 918.7. Vent required, is repealed and reenacted to provide: Within each plumbing system, 
not less than one vent stack or stack vent shall extend outdoors to the open air. All tenant spaces 
within a multiuse retail center shall have not less than one vent stack or stack vent that extends to 
outdoors open air.  

Section 1002.1. Hair traps, is added to provide: All fixtures whose purpose is for washing of hair 
shall be equipped with an approved hair trap.  

Section 1101.3, Prohibited drainage, is amended to add to the end of the paragraph: Storm water 
shall not discharge directly over exit doors or across sidewalks and walkways. Roof areas shall not 
shed onto exits doors, sidewalks or walkways.  

Sec. 10-21. - Amendments to the International Mechanical Code (IMC) adopted.  

The following amendment to the International Mechanical Code adopted in section 10-16 is hereby 
adopted:  

Section 903.1, Factory-built Fireplaces, is amended by addition of the following: Factory-built 
fireplaces shall conform to the requirements of article IV of chapter 10 of the Code.  

Sec. 10-22. - Amendments to the international fuel gas code (IFGC) adopted.  

The following amendments to the International Fuel Gas Code adopted in section 10-16 are hereby 
adopted:  

Section 404.12. Minimum burial depth, is repealed in its entirety and reenacted to provide: 
Underground piping systems shall be installed a minimum of 12 inches below grade. Plastic piping 
systems shall be installed a minimum depth of 18 inches below grade.  

Section 406.4.1. Test Pressure, is repealed in its entirety and reenacted to provide: The minimum test 
pressure for a low-pressure gas system shall be 20 psi for 15 minutes with a 30 lb. gauge. Low-



 

 

pressure gas shall be defined as 14 inches of water column. The minimum test psi for any other gas 
system shall be 60 psi for 30 minutes with a 100 lb. gauge.  

Section 2.  If any article, section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is held to 
be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such decision shall not affect the validity or constitutionality 
of the remaining portions of this ordinance.  The city council hereby declares that it would have passed 
this ordinance and each part or parts hereof irrespective of the fact that any one part or parts be declared 
unconstitutional or invalid. 
 
Section 3.   All other ordinances or portions thereof inconsistent or conflicting with this ordinance or 
any portions hereof are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency or conflict. 
 
Section 4.  The repeal or modification of any provision of the Federal Heights Municipal Code by 
this ordinance shall not release, extinguish, alter, modify or change in whole or in part any penalty, 
forfeiture or liability, either civil or criminal, which shall have been incurred under such provision.  Each 
provision shall be treated and held as still remaining in force for the purpose of sustaining any and all 
proper actions, suits, proceedings and prosecutions for enforcement of the penalty, forfeiture or liability, 
as well as for the purpose of sustaining any judgment, decree or order which can or may be rendered, 
entered or made in such actions, suits, proceedings or prosecutions. 
 
Section 5.  This ordinance is deemed necessary for the protection of the health, welfare and safety of 
the community. 
 
Section 6.  Violations of this ordinance are subject to fines and penalties set forth in Section 1-15 of 
Chapter 1 of the Federal Heights Municipal Code or as otherwise provided in this ordinance, which states 
as follows: 
 
(a) (1) Except as otherwise specified in paragraph 2. below, whenever any provision of this Code, or any 
provision of a rule or regulation promulgated hereunder, or the doing of any act is required, prohibited, or 
declared to be unlawful and no definite fine or penalty is provided for a violation thereof, any person 
convicted of a violation of any such provision shall, for each offense, be punished by a fine not 
exceeding, at the time of the commission of the offense, the maximum fine established by the state for 
municipal ordinance violations. 
 
Nothing herein shall be deemed to restrict the municipal court in the exercise of its inherent powers to 
impose other terms and conditions as part of any sentence, issue and enforce orders and act to protect the 
integrity and dignity of the court. 
 
Section 7.  Copies of the codes adopted herein are available for inspection at the office of the City 
Clerk. 
 
(2) The following violations, as set forth by this Code, as may be amended, shall upon conviction be 
punishable by imprisonment for a period of 364 days, or by a fine not exceeding, at the time of the 
commission of the offense, the maximum fine established by the state for municipal ordinance violations, 
or by both fine and imprisonment, and such other terms and conditions as the court in the exercise of its 
lawful powers deems appropriate. 
 
 a. All offenses set forth in the following articles of chapter 38 of the Code: article 

III, offenses against the person; article IV, offenses against property; article VI, offenses 
related to governmental operation; article VII, offenses relating to weapons and article 
IX, offenses concerning public indecency. 




